
FAQs

Q: Why was I invited to the Neighborhood Meeting?

August 2021

www.ThorntonWaterProject.com

A: The TWP is a major infrastructure project in your area. Thornton strives to be a good neighbor, and would 
like input from property owners who may be affected by the construction of the pipeline.  Property owners 
within 750 feet of the corridor in Adams County have been notified of the Neighborhood Meeting. 

Q: What is the Thornton Water Project timeline? 

A: Thornton’s target is to deliver this additional water supply to water customers in 2025. Project design 
is well underway in many areas of Weld County. Thornton has easements acquired through most of Weld 
County, and construction is scheduled to begin in Weld County in 2022.Thornton has already installed 7 miles 
of pipeline in the towns of Windsor and Johnstown. Design work and acquisition of needed easements are 
currently underway for the portions of the project in Adams County and Thornton.

Q: Where does the water for the project come from? 

A: Thornton acquired shares in the Water Supply and Storage Company in the mid-1980s, filed water rights 
cases in 1986 and 1987, and had the initial Water Court trial in the early 1990s. A final Water Court decree was 
entered in 1998. The water comes from the Cache la Poudre River and is diverted northwest of Fort Collins 
into reservoirs owned by the Water Supply and Storage Company.

Q: Will the pipeline be buried? 

A: Yes, the pipeline will be buried with some appurtenances and access points above ground. 

Q: What will the project look like? What will I see? Will there be above ground structures?

A: The pipeline will be buried, but you might see access hatches, manhole lids, and vent pipes. There will be 
a number of discharge structures located along the pipeline for pipeline draining. Pipeline markers and test 
stations for corrosion protection will be above ground. 

Q: Will the pipeline cross my property? 

A: Most of the locations for the pipeline have been determined and maps are provided on the water project 
website at www.thorntonwaterproject.com and at this meeting.

Q: Has the pipeline size been determined? 

A: Yes.  We will be installing 42-inch welded steel pipe. 

Q: Why can’t Thornton just increase conservation and efficiency efforts to provide additional water? 

A: Thornton has one of the lowest per-person water usage rates in the state, and will continue to be a leader 
in water conservation, but conservation alone isn’t sufficient to meet the city’s ongoing and future water 
supply needs. 


